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One of the most critical components of a schol-
arship application is the essay. Depending on 
the application, you may be asked to write 
about yourself, what inspires you, why you 
should receive this scholarship, or something 
more closely-related to the person or topic the 
scholarship was created around (e.g. the mili-
tary, a particular individual, environmental 
concerns, opportunities for women, etc.). For 
many reviewers, the essay shows the personali-
ty and style of the applicant, and you want to 
represent yourself accurately. Here are some 
hints on how to write a good essay: 

• Whatever the topic, make sure you are fo-
cused, clear, and interesting.  

• Research the organization sponsoring the 
scholarship so that you know which quali-
ties and goals the organization values.  

• Create an outline before writing your essay, 
so that each paragraph is focused and 
builds toward the bigger picture.  

• Choose your first sentence wisely, as an 
interesting quote or thought-provoking 
statement will put the reviewer in a good 
(or bad) frame of mind as they read the rest 
of the essay.  

• Be sure to respond to each question asked. 
Be complete!   

• Be creative! Let your unique character 
qualities and personal style shine through.  

• Ask a family member, teacher, or friend to 
proof-read your essay before submitting it. 
Make sure they read for content,  grammar, 
and spelling. You want to deliver a polished 
product demonstrating your best work.  
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Scholarship File 

As your child approaches high school, it is cru-
cial that you start a “Scholarship File.” Within 
this file, place items related to community ser-
vice, achievements, certificates, and so forth. 
This file will be a helpful reminder of the vari-
ous noteworthy things your student has been 
involved in, which are an important part of 
scholarship and college applications.  

Get Involved 

There are several honors societies and pro-
grams your student can get involved in at El 
Camino that will build their personal responsi-
bility, provide excellent opportunities for learn-
ing in community, and look good on both 
scholarship and college applications. Some of 
these programs simply involve submitting veri-
fication of a particular GPA in order to receive 
recognition. Follow the daily bulletin and 
school website for information on deadlines. 
Don’t miss out on these honors! Below is a list 
of some of our programs and honors societies: 

• Block Letters/Lamp of Learning: Visit 
Ms. Miller in the Vice Principals’ wing for 
more information.  

• California Scholarship Federation/
National Honors Society: Visit Ms. 
Wong in room 65 for more information. 

• Eagle Polytechnic Institute: Visit Mr. 
Santillanes in room S-1 for more infor-
mation.  

• iLead/Link Crew: Visit Ms. Friery in the 
Vice Principals’ wing for more information. 

• Lyceum Program: Visit Ms. Friery in the 
Vice Principals’ wing for more information. 

• Student Government: Visit Mr. Vu in 
room A-10 for more information.   

Scholarship Information 

Where to Search for Scholarships 

• El Camino Career Center (located in the li-
brary) 

• Local Community Groups (e.g. Elks, Kiwanis, 
Soroptimist Society, etc.) 

• Institutions: The university you are attending 
will likely have general scholarships, and your 
specific department may have department-
specific scholarships as well. 

• The Internet, but be wary of websites where 
you have to pay to search for scholarships. 
These are some helpful websites: 

• www.fastweb.com/ 

• www.finaid.org/scholarships/ 

• www.naacp.org/Scholarship 

PTSA & Boosters Scholarships 

El Camino has very strong parent organizations 
that provide several scholarships annually. The 
Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) Schol-
arships are usually available in the Principal’s Of-
fice and are posted in the El Camino Gram (on the 
school website) by February or March, and are 
often due around spring break. The Boosters 
Scholarships are usually available in the Athletics 
Office by March, and are also due around spring 
break. The PTSA and Boosters Scholarship appli-
cations are general scholarships—meaning that by 
submitting an application, you are applying for all 
of the scholarships the parent group manages. The 
application reviewers will determine which schol-
arships match each person best, so it is important 
to include as much detailed information as possi-
ble. When you submit the components of the ap-
plication, be sure to type everything neatly and 
include your full name on each page.   

Other Reminders 

• Don’t forget to file your FAFSA (Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid) prior to March 1st. 
You can do this at:  www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
The FAFSA is a key tool the government 
uses to determine your eligibility for fed-
eral aid. Many institutional scholarships 
rely on the FAFSA for determining eligi-
bility as well.  

• Fill out the CAL Grant Application and GPA 
Verification form on time (through the 
Counseling Office) to be eligible for the CAL 
and PELL Grants.  

• Pay attention to the daily bulletin and 
school website for ongoing announcements 
about scholarships and other college dead-
lines. Beyond the PTSA and Boosters Schol-
arships, El Camino has the Fallen Warriors 
Scholarship, Captain Joseph Schultz Memo-
rial Scholarship, and the Derrek Lee Schol-
arship.  

Counseling Resources 

• The Counseling Office usually hosts a Fi-
nancial Aid Night in the fall (see the 
school calendar for more information).  

• See your counselor regularly to make sure 
you are on track to graduate. Your coun-
selors may also know of scholarships spe-
cifically tailored to your strengths, so be 
sure to ask them for assistance. 

• Many scholarship applications include 
letters of recommendation. Your 
counselor and teachers are great people 
to ask for letters of recommendation, and 
there is a worksheet on the El Camino 
Counseling website that you should fill 
out and give to them prior to requesting a 
letter. Be sure to write a thank you note 
after receiving the letters of recommen-
dation.    

 


